
2019–2020 felt like a desert year.

“The desert is a very dangerous place and no one goes there unless they really have to.” I have repeated 
that phrase over the decades as I’ve retold the biblical account of the people of God learning to walk 
through the desert in our Godly Play lessons. But personally living it out, that lesson is a totally different 
experience as we found out in the 2019-2020 school year.  Learning to walk through shifting sand, where 
the nights are cold and the days are hot, isn’t easy. People can lose their way in the desert. But somewhere 
between the promise and the promised land we find that God provides. He provides his cloud by day to 
keep us cool and the pillar of fire by night to keep us warm. And He leads us.

The whole year felt very desert-like. It did. We were on the move in a challenging landscape. The main 
campus of Hand In Hand had been comfortably settled at 2129 Fairview Ave. for eleven years. Then, in 
June 2019, twenty moving trucks came and professional movers loaded our biggest reception desk and 
our tiniest golden bead and everything in between. Some items went to our Bloomington campus, others, 
including the grand piano, were brought to Advent Lutheran, and the rest came to the Church of Holy 
Childhood—our oasis in the desert. 

However, the moving didn’t end in June 2019. A Fire Marshall’s order had us moving again—this time 
in-house. Five classrooms flip-flopped spaces.

The moving and changing wasn’t over. Just two months later, on March 13th, 2020, COVID19 caused us 
to make a move to distance learning for nearly all of our students with quality childcare continuing for 
essential workers. Then, just as our school year ended, our world again shook, we all witnessed the murder 
of a man in Minneapolis, recorded on video.  This single event triggered a multitude of events ranging from 
peaceful protests to racial riots. All of us were left asking questions, asking God to search our own hearts, 
and desiring reconciliation and justice to be served for all. Things would never be the same after these 
events and daily life as we knew it would forever be changed. 

Yet, we know that desert precedes destiny.
In light of the Desert Theme and the lessons learned through stinging sand and scorching sun, I also 
recognized the Desert Blooms. We have been talking about what desert experiences are all about. 
“Desert Bloom” and the beautiful graphic has been created from Molly Adams. Between the promise and 
the promised land, look for the Desert Bloom. The scripture in Isaiah 58:11 says, “The Lord will guide you 
always; He will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and strengthen your frame. You will be like a 
well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.” 

Thank you for being a part of our community and seeing Jesus in the middle of this desert with us. He is our 
Desert Bloom. I’m so glad you’re here with us in our Promised Land year of 2020–2021. 

With gratitude that indeed, desert precedes destiny,

Michelle Lee ThompsonMichelle Lee Thompson
Founder | Head of School
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Annual Report
HAND IN HAND CHRISTIAN MONTESSORI

Hand In Hand Christian Montessori reimagines education as 

inspirational, innovative, and individual.



(our college graduates)

Ms. Caren Lee

(a young learner)

Alisha Kleiner

TOTAL ENROLLED AT HIH: Bloomington—51 | Roseville— 275
*College students not included in HIH enrollees

“I have my family at HIH to thank for my successful launch into the world. I have been accepted into Luther 
University with a full ride because of my academic success at Hand In Hand and I don’t think I could have 
done it without the support of HIH and my family.” 
– Aliyah Arkley (our first high school grad)

“Education cannot be effective 
unless it helps a child open up 

himself to life.” 
– Dr. Maria Montessori

Last year HIH began a new partnership with Godtown, an organization who 
ministers to the people of Frog Town in St. Paul. CREO students frequently 
served the homeless alongside Godtown as they ministered through prayer 
and serving food. Our foreign exchange student, Alisha, upon her first visit 
had an extraordinary encounter with the Holy Spirit like never before. 

After this experience, she began serving weekly while being mentored by 
Ms. Caren, one of the CREO teachers. Her life was forever impacted by the 
opportunity to serve and love the people of Frog Town. 
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ENROLLMENT ROLL CALL

FOREVER CHANGED

“The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. 
You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.” —Isaiah 58:11

FOSTERING GROWTH

IMPACTING LIVES

DEMONSTRATING STEWARDSHIP

BRIDGING THE GAP

PRIMARY
30 in Bloomington
95 in Roseville 
125 Total Learners

SECONDARY
36 in Roseville 
36 Total Learners

ELEMENTARY
21 in Bloomington
144 in Roseville 
165 Total Learners

MATURITY*
70 college students 
in Bloomington 
70 Total Learners


