
 

 

 

 

Crossing the Jordan - Chapel Series - October 2020 "WHOSE SIDE ARE YOU ON?" 
 

This year we are focusing on the Jordan River and the wonderful stories 
throughout the Bible with insights that are relevant today.  We can learn 
together about crossing the Jordan and what it means for us.  
Let's read a passage from Joshua 5:13-6:2 (Tree of Life Version)  
Now it came to pass when Joshua was near Jericho that he lifted up his eyes 
and looked, and behold, there was a man standing in front of him with his 
sword drawn in his hand. Joshua approached him and said to him "Are you 
for us or for our adversaries?"  
   
Today, our passage focuses on the meeting Joshua has with an Angel of the 
Army of the Lord!  And he asks – whose side are you on?? My side?? Or the 
side of my enemy??  

   
I am going to ask a couple of questions of “whose side are you on?”  

   
This reminds me of sports fans. We have a whole group of Viking fans here 
at HIH– no bigger fan than Miss Steph.  Who are you – give a big whoop and 
holler - if you are a Vikings Fan?? Since we live very close to another state – 
Wisconsin, we have a whole group of Packer fans. Who are you?? 
Remember Mrs. Roni? She was a huge Packers fan!  She inspired fans like 
Kim, Kiley and Joe and their mother Jen! And then, some people are Bears 
fans – like Vinton and Gideon because their dad is from Chicago!  Or you 
might be a baseball fan, so you know the LA Dodgers won the World Series 
this week, defeating Tampa Bay in 6 games. Tampa Bay won the Stanley Cup 
in hockey recently, so I thought they should win the World Series too. But 
you know sometimes your side doesn’t win, they lose. That’s how it goes.  
   
This also reminds me of people who like dogs and people who like cats – and 
other people who think animals should live in barns!  Whose side are you 
on?? Who likes dogs (bark)?? Who likes cats (meow)?  Who likes stuffed 
animals better???   
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Well, I have both a dog and cat in my house! I have a little puppy name Indy 
– half husky and half Pomeranian. She is so cute and good thing, because 
sometimes she can be naughty like puppies can be. Then we have a 16-
pound Maine Coon cat named Bruce Wayne. I think the best dog is a cat. 
They are low maintenance. I have a Montessori cat. One time I showed him 
where the litter box is- he uses is every day.  One time I showed him where 
his food and water were, and now he self-serves every day.  This is the kind 
of pet I like.  But the rivalry between cat-people and dog-people continues. 
Even cats and dogs! Indy and BruceWayne chase each other around the 
kitchen. But the cat always wins, because it can jump higher than the dog.   
   
Finally, this reminds me of the election coming up next week. People are 
wondering, “Whose side are you on?”  People are taking sides. They are 
asking “Whose side are you on? Red or Blue? Trump or Biden?”  

   
So, let’s look at what the Angel of the Lord said when Joshua asked him, 
“Whose side are you on?” The Angel answers, “Neither, he said, "I have now 
come as commander of ADONAI'S Army.”   In other words, I am on the 
Lord’s side.    
 

So, what does it mean to be on the Lord’s Side? It can be rough when people 
take sides, but we have different choice – a third option.  
   
First of all – being on the Lord’s side always start with worship. Worship 
reminds us of who is in charge.  Look at our passage. Then Joshua fell on his 
face to the ground and worshipped.  Worship covers our hearts, and 
minds.  It lifts our heads towards the heavenlies. Because it doesn’t matter 
who is in the White House – we know who is on the Throne in Heaven.  That 
is what matters.   
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Second of all – being on the Lord’s side comes with marching orders that 
are eternal not earthly. We ask, “what do you want us to do?” Look at our 
passage. Then [Joshua] asked [the Angel], "What is my lord saying to his 
servant?" Then the commander of ADONAI'S army replied to Joshua, "take 
your saddle off of your foot, for the place where you are standing is holy.” 
And Joshua did so.  
 

 We recognize we are on Holy Ground. We get to be in God’s Army and do 
what He wants us to do! We know our favorite sports heroes -and I always 
love to see them give the glory to God at the end of a great play. They point 
in a different direction because have different marching orders and play for 
another team. And we do what God wants us to do in the way He wants us 
to do it.  
   
Third – being on the Lord’s side means we have a different vision of 
victory. Look at the final part of our passage. Then Adonai said to Joshua, 
“Look – I have given Jericho into your hand...”  We fight an enemy we can’t 
see. We get the victory through God’s plan. Joshua was about to go into the 
biggest battle of his life – without one sword – only with a hallelujah as his 
battle cry.  God fights battles in a whole new way. And He says “Look – I 
have already won!”  

   
Finally, it is fine to be a fan.  It is okay to have favorites. It is good to vote 
and hope that the man you want wins.  But friends, we need to remember 
that we need to be on the Lord’s Side.  And that is far more important both 
now and forever.   
   
 

Let’s pray…. Dear Lord, help us to remember it is not about us and them.  It 
is about You! Help us to worship You, get our marching orders from You, 
and see with spiritual eyes the victory that is ours for the taking through 
You! Amen.  
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