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The NIKE shoe company is known for its victorious little “swoosh” – a symbolic mark of speed, 

power, movement and motivation. But perhaps the NIKE company wasn’t the first to declare this 

courageous battle cry “just do it!”  Maybe it was Caleb and Joshua, two of twelve scouts that were 

sent out to the scope out the Promise Land at the time of Moses and the Children of Israel. They 

might have been the ones who coined the phrase “just do it!”.  One can read for themselves this 

account in Numbers 13 and 14 as well as Deuteronomy 1:22-40.  

 

Here’s the short version - Moses brought the Children of Israel out of Egypt to Canaan, the land 

across the Jordan River, the land that was promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob hundreds of years 

earlier. He organized twelve leaders from the Twelve Tribes – including Joshua and Caleb. They 

were sent out, reminded that God would be with them, and this was, in fact, the exact land God was 

going to give them. I was taught a little song in Sunday School: 

 
Twelve men went to spy on Canaan 

Ten were bad (reporters) and two were good! 
What did see when they got to Canaan? 

Ten were bad (scouters) and two were good! 
Some saw giants big and tall – some saw grapes in clusters fall. 

Some saw the Lord through it all. 
Ten were bad (believers) and two were good! 

 

The twelve came back after 40 days of scouting.  They gave their report in front of everyone!  The 

ten actually said, out loud, in their report, that God had brought them this far to leave them. Why, oh 

why didn’t God leave them in Egypt instead? How, oh how, would they ever be able to face the 

giants in the land? 

 

Those who didn’t see God in that land and only saw the giants were never able to see the Promise 

Land. To match the 40 days of wondering and discovering the Promise Land, their punishment would 

now be 40 years of wandering in the desert. Only Joshua and Caleb and all young people, 20 years 

and younger, were able to cross the Jordan and enjoy the Promise Land – forty years later. 

 

Surely none of the men who came up from Egypt, from twenty years old and above, shall see 

the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, because they have not wholly 

followed Me, except Caleb…and Joshua…for they have wholly followed the LORD. 

 

 
Recapping what was stated in the first SNAP of the year, Caleb and Joshua, when they visited the 

promise land for the first time, had a faith-filled report.  They saw God. They saw milk and honey 

flowing. They saw grapes in large clusters. The ten others saw the circumstances and the unknowns, 

the challenges and the walls, the giants in the land.  No doubt, those realities were there.  But Caleb 

and Joshua focused on something else – the unseen.  They were given spiritual eyes to see what was 

possible, not what was around them. They actually stood up and gave their report with a totally 

different twist – it was a NIKE commercial in the making…. 

 



0 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession 

of the land, for we can certainly do it.” 

 
That’s the key phrase! 

 

The ten scouts reported on two aspects: 

 

 Power – the bad reporters saw the giants and felt like grasshoppers next to them. 

They felt powerless. 

 

 Popular – the bad reporters went with what was popular, complaining, and 

convincing everyone in the crowd to give up hope and not move forward. 

 

But Caleb and Joshua, the two faith-filled scouts, gave the right report based on the: 

 

 Promises – the good reporters (Caleb and Joshua) went with God’s Promises.  

They focused on the words of God and what He said was right and true. 

 

It takes faith not fear to see the unseen and trust God who is faithful. We, like Caleb, can face 

our giants, cross the Jordan, and say confidently “let’s just do it!”  


