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An Open Letter 
 
The following statement is issued on behalf of our Board of Directors, Executive Leadership, 
Campus Directors, and Faculty and Staff – who have met together and prayerfully considered our 
response. 
 
Today is the Memorial Service for George Floyd.  The Minneapolis Memorial Service for Mr. George 
Floyd will be held at North Central University in Minneapolis on Thursday, June 4, 2020, at 1 p.m. CDT.  
We weep with those who weep. Last week, on Memorial Day, we witnessed the horrific video of 
his death and the aftermath of reaction to police brutality and the reality of a broken world. It 
was up close and personal and in our own city. In the midst of our unprecedented week of 
beautiful Hand In Hand ceremonies and firsts-of-its-kind, these celebrations were shadowed by 
ugly grief and a torrid of emotions.  
 
To the families at Hand In Hand (HIH), especially those of color, we want to communicate 
empathy and solidarity in light of overwhelming grief, fear and unrest during this pivotal time; 
we stand together as we work toward racial reconciliation in our city, our state, and our nation;  
 to our families downtown Minneapolis who were personally affected by the rioting and 
destruction, we pray for your safety and strength to rebuild ; we support the efforts of board 
members and their spouses who were on the front lines of cleaning-up, while offering tangible 
kindness and concern for those around them; we pray for family and staff members who left 
their homes to find safer refuges for themselves and their children as well as rejoice with these 
same people who have experienced an outpouring of unity, kindness and love from their very 
own neighbors; we are grateful for a country that offers constitutional rights for peaceful 
protests and differing points of freedom of speech; we earnestly desire swift justice in this case 
and long-term systematic changes ; and finally thank our HIH family and staff who were gracious 
as our events were changed or cancelled in memory of George Floyd and respect for the 
government mandates and requests.  
 
All of us in Hand In Hand leadership, have personally asked ourselves hard questions regarding 
our next steps, and we call out to God to help us.  We humble ourselves before Him and seek His 
face.  We are looking inward to turn from our own wicked ways, ask for forgiveness and pray 
that God heals our land. At this moment, we offer the following to our own HIH families and 
friends as we explore the “way forward”:  
 
Address Injustice: Systematic political policies and practices must stop.  We declare that 
systematic racism, police brutality, injustice, violence, destruction, and the striping of another’s 
God-given, human rights are wrong. As the declaration of Independence states,“we hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." 
Beyond citizen rights of our country, each of us are precious in the sight of God and should be 
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valued and honored. Let us learn again, read, recall and practice the words and actions of 
Christian abolitionist, William Wilberforce who said, “Let everyone regulate his conduct... by the 
golden rule of doing to others as in similar circumstances we would have them do to us, and 
the path of duty will be clear before him.” 
 
Talk to the Children: We have been, and will continue to be, advocates for the home.  We believe 
that parents are the first and foremost teachers of their children. We leave sensitive, important, 
spiritual and difficult topics to be presented and sorted-out at home first.  While we provide a 
facilitation of discussion at school – we always defer to the parents on their best judgement and 
wisdom in leading and guiding their children.  We stand by to support you if you need us in any 
way.  We can recommend children’s books regarding individual identity, racial harmony, unity 
and grief.  We will walk alongside the families in prayer support this summer and personal care 
this fall. Your children are known by name by their teachers who love and care for them. We are 
praying for ways that HIH is more accessible to more children, especially those who need Jesus 
and different kind of educational model. Ms. Bethany Finnern, our Art Instructor, has offered 
ideas about books to reinforce positive identity and the uniqueness of God’s design. You can 
reach her for ideas at b.finnern@hihcm.org 
 
Furthermore, CREO Staff for 7th-12th graders have made themselves accessible to our CREO 
students.  Here is a reflection from the Dean of Student, Nikolas Winter-Simat, who writes with a 
heavy heart: 
 

Dear CREO community, as I walk the streets of my neighbourhood, I am overwhelmed with 
grief and sadness. I am deeply disturbed by the killing of George Floyd and the generations 
of systemic violence and marginalization of my neighbours and friends that it represents.  
 
Although school has finished for the year, I thought it would be appropriate to reach out to 
you all and ask that in this season of uncertainty and unrest you find ways to connect with 
each other and build bridges. I believe that now more than ever it is vital that we as 
believers join with our neighbours across dividing lines and find creative ways to both 
acknowledge deep pain, hold it for each other and forge pathways to restoration. I think 
that the kind of radical restoration that Jesus initiates involves vulnerability, love, creativity, 
risk and wisdom.  
  
I know that many of you are already connected with churches and other groups and are 
involved in many creative initiatives to work for lasting peace. However, I think it is 
important that as a school community we also address these pressing issues.  
  
Rather than being teacher-led, we would encourage you as students and parents to connect 
with each other and seek out ways to be Jesus among our hurting Minneapolis 
community. I am happy to host a zoom meeting to initiate this process. There is no pressure 
to attend, it is completely optional. If interested, you can reach me at 
n.wintersimat@hihcm.org 
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Bring Donations: Our African-American neighbor in Blaine, Pethuel, is the Executive Director for 
Oasis of Love Crisis Intervention Center – located inside of Jordan Life Church, 1922-25th Avenue 
North, Minneapolis. She is asking on behalf of their center for donations for toiletries, cleaning 
supplies, and laundry detergents.  Please bring bags of supplies between 10am – 3pm, Thursday, 
Friday or Saturday (June 4-6th) this week. For more information and to support this cause visit: 
https://www.oasisoflove.center 
 
Pull the Kingdom Down: As we prayed on our Facebook Live message and the SNAP last Friday - 
we plead again, “Dear Lord Jesus, quickly come. As the world seemingly tips to one side, 
unstable, with unseen and hard to understand viruses, with rising curves of abuse and 
alcoholism, reports of excessive force, murder, and unheard voices cry out in riots and an 
uncertain future – we lift up our eyes to you. Where does our help come from? Our help comes 
the Lord, Maker of Heaven and Earth. Come Lord Jesus Come. “Through prayer and belief, we 
can ask God to come, Kingdom Come, during a time like this and make His Presence known. 
Prayer warriors believe that God’s hands are unearthing and pulling up roots. New beginnings 
can come from things that are burned down to ground and new sprouts can now come up. Join 
us in prayer on Monday mornings at 9:00 am, Praying Hands, to continue to ask for these 
substantial changes. Contact C.Berg@hihcm.org or D.Taylor@hihcm.org for more information.  
 
Watch the Video: We were challenged by the message offered by Baltimore city minister, Jimmy 
Rolling, to 1)There’s destiny in the detour into different situations and neighborhoods than our 
own, like Jesus did when he intentionally decided to go through Samaria to visit the woman at 
the well; 2)delight in a different diet that Jesus did when he declared that his food was to do the 
will of the Father; 3) dominate diversity as Jesus did when he made us all brothers and sisters in 
Christ, through His blood and by the power of the Holy Spirit; and 4) dig deeper into the well – 
because Jesus is Living Water – He offers more than we could ever offer by ourselves because 
the well is deep. Please pray that God opens each of our hearts to the beauty of a textured 
Kingdom of God in terms of ethnicity and socio-economies, equality between male and female, 
and young and old. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tj23BwvPLAs from Substance Church. 
 

Call for Conversation: One staff member is offering a safe-space for conversation.  Renae 
Long, trained counselor, is encouraging all of us to have an “open posture” towards one another. 
This would relay a posture of curiosity, listening and empathy towards another's lived 
experience, not necessarily needing answers but validating and acknowledging someone else’s 
sacred story, recognizing all are created in God’s image. Ms. Renae is open for anyone to talk. 

She can be reached by r.long@hihcm.org. 
 
Visit the Memorial. Visiting the George Floyd memorial downtown Minneapolis may be an 
incredible experience of healing and solidarity of humanness. Those who have visited were 
offered food and drink and exceptional kindness. Instead of going to give something – they were 
surprised at what they received instead. The peaceful memorial can be found at 38th and 
Chicago. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pffN6ZW6yX 
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Meditate on Restoration and Rebuilding: This year, as a theme we focused on our Desert Journey 
concentrating on Isaiah 58:11. Rereading the entire passage, we found the verses around it 
speak to this situation more than imagine. We seek to be used as God’s feet and hands. And truly 
be the community He intends for us to be. Let’s close on this scriptural meditation. Join us in 
living out Isaiah 58:6-12: 

6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 

to loose the chains of injustice 

    and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

    and break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry 

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 

when you see the naked, to clothe them, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 

    and your healing will quickly appear; 

then your righteousness[a] will go before you, 

    and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. 
9 Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; 

    you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. 

“If you do away with the yoke of oppression, 

    with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 
10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry 

    and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 

then your light will rise in the darkness, 

    and your night will become like the noonday. 
11 The Lord will guide you always; 

    he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land 

    and will strengthen your frame. 

You will be like a well-watered garden, 

    like a spring whose waters never fail. 
12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins 

    and will raise up the age-old foundations; 

you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 

    Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 
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