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“UNPRECEDENTED” 
 
SPECIAL COVID 19 HEAD OF SCHOOL ADDRESS – WEEK # 9 
 

Unprecedented. Probably the most, over-used word during this pandemic. I guess one 

more use of it won’t hurt and will solidify the finality of my series of addresses and 

COVID 19 “words of the week.” Makes ironic sense to end with this word. We now 

have lived through a definition: Webster's 1913 Dictionary. Un-pre-ceden-ted. a. 1. 

Having no precedent for example; not preceded by a like case; not having the 

authority of prior example; novel; new; unexampled. 

Unprecedented is the word to describe these last weeks of May 2020 at Hand In Hand. 

We haven’t had a case(s) like this before, it is unexampled. 1) We closed our essential 

childcare program and took our last temperature readings and completed our distant 

learning programs; 2) We are zooming for our honoring ceremonies; 3) We are 

visiting our select students homes and making house calls with graduation caps, 

Bibles, food, yard-signs, well-wishing; 4) We will are hosting a virtual Banquet of 

Blessing; 5) We will celebrate with our CREO senior high at our first ever 

Baccalaureate worship service; 6) We will graduate our first 12th grader who will don 

her cap and gown at a Facebook LIVE graduation ceremony on Saturday, May 30th; 

7) We wrote our very last rent checks, ever. Next month, we will move into our new 

property and transition from renting to owning. 

COVID19 was novel. Not only in a virology lab but in its presentation. Its twists and 

turns kept the state, the nation and the world on the edge of their proverbial chairs – 

waiting to react to its new challenges. Hard to know what would happen next. 

Reactions were polarized and with the newness of the coronavirus came a variety of 

unparcelled experiences. Here’s just a few from the Thompson quarantined 

household, which I am sure, is similar to your experience: 

· Zoomed. 5 people on Zoom Calls at the same time (2 in college course, 1 in a virtual 

dance studio, 1 in construction and business and 1 in educational discussion) I stopped 

counting when I logged in over 100 Zoom calls…. 

· Working and learning from home. Often would forget what day it was. More than 

not I would only dressed from the waist up. 
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· Tried curbside delivery. Door Dash. Distant Learning. Socially Distant. Drive-by 

Birthday parties. Binge watching. Virtual Bible Studies. Church On-Line. Tried it - 

liked it. 

· Shopped on-line. Bought more stuff. After we cleaned, cleaned and cleaned and got 

rid of stuff. 

· Walked more. Slept more. Took more vitamins. Built up physical immunity. 

Painted more. Listened more. Read more. Wrote more. Prayed more. Built up spiritual 

immunity. 

· Cried. And took a deep breath. 

· Sheltered in place. Which meant we baked bread. Made meal plans. Ate three meals 

at home for almost 10 weeks. That’s over 200 table-top times together. Baked and 

cooked like never before – and I mean never. 

· Ran out of toilet paper. Several times. 

· Pondered the term “non-essential” as we were labeled essential construction? 

Essential childcare? Essential barista? Non-essential hostess? 

· Pivoting our strategies remaining anchored to our mission in several of our 

businesses. 

· Tried home-style haircuts, shaving heads, spray color and yes, I cut my bangs. 

· Asked ourselves - to mask or not to mask? To leave home or #stay home stay safe? 

To hug my mom? To visit my dad? To sing in church or even go? To risk. 

King Solomon writes, 

Ecclesiastes 1:9 New International Version (NIV) 

What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing 

new under the sun. 

So, while these experiences might feel new to us – they are probably not new for 

mankind - or even more so, not surprising to God. Our omnipotent (all powerful), 

omnipresent (everywhere always), and omniscient (all knowing) God sets the 

precedent! Those words have never been more important at a time when all of our 

predictable, stable routines, and heart’s desires are hanging by a thread. 
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I close this series and this address in prayer. Please join me. 

“Dear Lord Jesus, quickly come. As the world seemingly tips to one side, unstable, 

with unseen and hard to understand viruses, with rising curves of abuse and 

alcoholism, reports of excessive force, murder, and unheard voices cry out in riots and 

an uncertain future – we lift up our eyes to you. Where does our help come from? Our 

help comes the Lord, Maker of 

Heaven and Earth. We look expectantly for you to come again. And make all things 

right. That day, the day of your Glorious Return, will truly be unprecedented.” 

Amen and amen. 

Blessings from home, 

Michelle Lee Thompson 

 

http://www.hihcm.org/

