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“RISK” 
 
SPECIAL COVID 19 HEAD OF SCHOOL ADDRESS – WEEK # 7 
 
I admit it; I am not that adventurous.  I find no pleasure in being wet, cold and scared – which 
pretty much rules out skydiving, parasailing, rollercoasters, extreme biking, and even boundary 
waters or white-water camping trips.  My bucket list contains activities that include sunshine, 
sandy shores, and safety. 

Truth be told, staying home and staying safe hasn’t been outside my comfort zone. Besides 
being a government mandate and ensuring time and space for our healthcare community to 
equip and prepare for the pandemic, I welcomed the introspective, quiet time to have my 
college-and-career aged daughters and niece around my table, distant learning during the day, 
and evenings filled with coffee, movies, games and lengthy conversations. I even made the 
comment that “I could live like this forever.”  My youngest, who has always spoken her mind 
freely, retorted “but Mom, you are married, have a job, and have your kids with you. I don’t 
have any of those things.” True that. 

It was then and now I realized that good for me doesn’t mean good for everyone. Safe for me 
isn’t safe for everyone. My pastor, Peter Haas, published a blogpost on May 13th, 2020 and 
listed all the effects of “stay home and stay safe”.  As we flattened one curve, many more 
emerged. Hunger. Alcoholism. Abuse. Depression. Suicide. Pastor Peter went on to write a 
unique piece on this pandemic through the lens of historical crises, especially the city fires of 
the late 1800s and early 1900s.  Here’s the link for the full copy. His perspective is timely and 
encouraged me to “take heart.” https://www.peterhaas.org/is-the-cure-killing-us-how-history-
can-help-us-rethink-our-covid-response 

 

This isn’t the first time I have wrestled with risk. 

In May of 2013, my youngest was graduating from 8th grade in the HIgH at Hand In Hand 
Christian Montessori, the home-schooling academy I founded for my own children – Brock, 
Madeline and Meredith. I feared that the flame in me to keep the fire going would be snuffed 
out.  Without my own children, would I be as motivated for the multi-tasking, hard-work and 
extra-effort needed to keep the plates spinning? I toyed with the temptation of cutting the 
program back to bite-sized proportions making it easier to manage. In some ways I envisioned 
burying the good parts in a safe place. 

As I was imagining a “dialing back” of Hand In Hand and my own involvement, I found myself at 
the Global Leadership Summit, (through complimentary tickets of the Treasurer of the Board of 
Directors of Hand In Hand). It was there I encountered the words of Jossy Chacko, founder of 
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the ministry Empart.  As he spoke from Chicago to the 250,000 attendees – it felt as if the 
message was custom designed for me from God. In essence, I heard… 

“If you are holding in your hand a solution for one of the world’s many problems, it is your 
Christian obligation, your duty, or sole purpose, to share it. To grow it. To risk!  There can be no 
burying, no turning back, no playing-it-safe. To be the good and faithful servant, you must take 
the time, talents and treasures placed within your hands and multiply it. Share. Risk.” 

It was there, in that dimly lit auditorium, I drove a stake in the ground. I committed to move 
forward with a stronger flame than ever before. I realized that if I lifted my eyes a little higher 
than my own home, I would see the children both locally and globally who need an opportunity 
for alternative, hands-on, inspired, Christian Education through Montessori.  My vision renewed 
and widened. The light shone down on the parable that Jesus told of the talents, which took on 
an entire new meaning for me. 

He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, 
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ Matthew 25:24-25 

The Parable of the Talents is not about salvation or works righteousness, but about how we use our 
work to fulfill our earthly callings. It is about whole-life stewardship, or “Stewardship with a capital ‘S‘.” 
The unfaithful steward in this parable didn’t so much waste the master’s money – he wasted an 
opportunity. (https://tifwe.org/five-lessons-for-our-lives-from-the-parable-of-the-talents). 

As a result, Hand In Hand changed its logo.  From the one hand print (Brock’s) to two hand 
prints that were shaped to reflect the world.  The colors changed along with the mission 
statement. The website was updated. An executive leadership team was formed. We partnered 
with Bethany Global University to train up new Christian Montessori missionaries to take the 
gospel message worldwide as well as stateside. We declared, out loud, to have a goal of 
birthing 25 schools by 2025 for Christ and His Kingdom. We launched the HIH Lab School in 
Bloomington and became two campuses instead of one. We had a rebirth with an internal 
heartbeat of “go big or go home.” 

Home.  That’s where the dream started. But it couldn’t stay there.  Although it was safer and 
more controlled there – God had more. For me. And for others. It did take a risk on my part. 

And with the risk came great reward.  

Of course, you know the evolution of the Hand In Hand story and are we are all experiencing 
the reward even as write this. (Read the #Next Newsletters)  

I find myself in a similar place today as I did in 2013, dealing with risk.  This time the threat 
unseen.  And I am not talking about “the virus” (although this one is a wily thing).  The unseen 
threat is fear.  Fear to go out and about. Fear of opening back up. Fear of hosting students and 
being engaged in community again.  Fear our hands-on learning method is in jeopardy.  Fear 
the new-normal is a distant, electronic image experience.  What if we can never hold and touch 
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Montessori materials or each other’s hands again? And are vaccines the answer to the fear? Or 
does that cause more anxiousness than the virus itself? What curves should we continue to 
flatten as others rise? 

As my mind twirls and twists with fears of tomorrow, I sense the reminder that worry robs you 
of living fully. But perfect love casts out fear. I don’t know the future, but we can trust an 
unknow future to a known God.  

On Monday, May 18th, we will again resume some activities with permission from the Governor 
of Minnesota, and there is some risk involved.  To live and move and have our being in Christ 
means risking something, to leave the shore and travel out where, as the worship song says, 
“faith is without borders. Yes, let me walk upon the waters – wherever You might lead me.”  

Not so bravely – but sensing God’s hand in mine - I am stepping out. Join me. Won’t you? In 
risking. For Christ and His Kingdom. 

Blessings from home, 
Michelle Lee Thompson 
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