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“ZOOM” 
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Did you know… 

“Zoom is a video conferencing app, geared towards business usage. It was founded in 2011, by 

Eric Yuan, and launched in January 2013. (For the whole report, click the link - 

https://www.businessofapps.com/data/zoom-statistics/). While gathering considerable 

popularity and coming to run profitably in the following years, Zoom truly entered the public 

consciousness during the coronavirus pandemic of 2020. It was to Zoom that users across the 

world turned to stay in touch during the lockdown effected to stop the spread of the virus.” 

 
Prior to founding Zoom, Yuan had helped to build WebEx, in the decade prior to its acquisition 
by Cisco in 2007. Yuan, originally from China, famously emigrated to the US after repeatedly 
failing to get a visa [for the ninth time].  
 
Confident of his business model and product, Yuan veered away from Skype and Google and 
launched another web-based hangout zone – Zoom, hopeful it could be more effective than its 
competitors.  From its founding until 2019 – it saw around 40 million users and exceeded its 
revenue projections. 
 
Then COVID-19 happened. 
 
“Zoom usage shot up in March 2020. Yuan stated in a blog post that over the course of that 
month, Zoom was seeing 200 million daily meeting participants. This compares to 10 million in 
December 2019. The UK cabinet and 90,000 schools in 20 countries were among new users of 
the app.” 
 
Zoom has become a household word!  For me, I have, since Friday, March 13th, logged in and 
participated in 42 Zoom calls and recorded 41 Zoom Lectures/Lessons. I am a part of that 
staggering 200 million daily users per day. While our son, Brock, the 2020 graduate, Zooms into 
his final classes, our youngest, Meredith, Zooms into her Italian and Philosophy class through 
the University of St. Thomas. Our middle daughter Madeline, who dances in a pre-professional 
dance studio, sets up her Zoom dance class six days per week in our lower level dance 
studio/bedroom, with ballet barre and mirrors – connected with a live musician, a dance 
teacher, and all the other dancers around the city. Even four-year old Maria, a student at Hand 
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In Hand Christian Montessori, has four scheduled Zoom calls per week between her teachers, 
classmates, dance friends, and enrichment activities. Regardless of age or stage, Zoom is the 
new COVID-19 craze.   
 
It got me thinking “why?”  Why Zoom when we have always had phones (pretty much in our 
hands at all times 24/7) accessible for phone calling and reaching out to each other long before 
the pandemic crisis came knocking at our doors.  Why Zoom? 
 
One answer I found is that we, as humans, are always desiring face-to-face.  Zoom offered a 
“Hollywood Squares” or “The Brady Bunch” viewpoint of all of our closest friends, family, and 
faculty members all at once.  And Zoom not only offered face-to-face, but offered multiple 
connections, in various locations, as well.   
 
I suppose this is why Facebook and Facetime are also so popular.  We want to see each other’s 
faces. We will tolerate the dimly-lit screen, poor images, and buffering just to get a glimpse of 
someone. It beats just hearing one’s voice or no contact at all. 
 
Not surprising, the Bible addresses this concept of face-to-face. (I find this ancient text always 
provides modern-day manna and a narrative that is relevant to our everyday existence.  I find 
that the Author is always present when I am reading it and desires to reveal Himself and His 
truth to me). In the Bible, 35 times it mentions face-to-face life changing conversations 
throughout the Old and New Testaments. Below are 8 Bible Verses about being Face-to-Face 
with God found in the Old Testament.  
 

Exodus 33:11 

Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend. When 

Moses returned to the camp, his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, would not 

depart from the tent. 

 

Deuteronomy 34:10 

Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, 

 

Numbers 12:8 

With him I speak mouth to mouth, 

Even openly, and not in dark sayings, 

And he beholds the form of the Lord. 

Why then were you not afraid 

To speak against My servant, against Moses?” 

 

Deuteronomy 5:4 

The Lord spoke to you face to face at the mountain from the midst of the fire, 
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Genesis 32:30 

So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he said, “I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been 

preserved.” 

 

Numbers 14:14 

and they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land. They have heard that You, O Lord, are in the 

midst of this people, for You, O Lord, are seen eye to eye, while Your cloud stands over them; 

and You go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 

 

Judges 6:22 

When Gideon saw that he was the angel of the Lord, he said, “Alas, O Lord God! For now I have 

seen the angel of the Lord face to face.” 

 

Ezekiel 20:35 

and I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I will enter into judgment with 

you face to face. 

 

In conclusion, our human hearts long for face-to-face. If it can’t be physically, we crave for the 

virtual experience and find that better than nothing. Our whole lives, spiritually speaking, we 

are desiring a face-to-face with God.  A moment to be understood and understand.  A space to 

be seen and to see. 

 

Life on earth can be like a Zoom Call with God.  We see in part.  We hear in part. It is looking at 

a dimly-lit mirror. There is distance between us.  With the exception of the few people on the 

planet who have come face-to-face with God (see Bible verses above) and those who lived on 

earth for 33 years with Jesus, the Messiah, the rest of us are all living with a Zoom-Like 

experience. Gratefully, God offers us, each of us, a face-to-face encounter with Him, albeit 

earthly-shaded, through His Son Jesus.  

 

But one day, friends, it will be face-to-face.  We will know and understand.  The whole of this 

COVID-19 experience will be known to us and we shall better understand it.  Our lives and all 

their complexities and challenges will be revealed. Until then, we see dimly. Until then, we trust 

in our unseen God who gives us evidence of His existence all around us through all we can see.   

 

1 Corinthians 13:12 

For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will 

know fully just as I also have been fully known. 
 
Blessings from home, 
Michelle Lee Thompson 
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P.S. People are posting their senior pictures in support of all the 2020 graduates who are 

having the strangest of experiences this final semester with virtual experiences. I also honor 

our first 12th grade Senior Graduate from CREO (Hand In Hand’s Adolescent Program) – Aliyah 

Arkley.  She is sparkling star amidst a dark sky, and we celebrate her accomplishments and 

her character.  She will share her story at our Virtual Gala which will be held on our Facebook 

Live event this Saturday night.  For her and all the 2020 Seniors – we honor you and bless you.  

May you know God in a real and powerful way, now on earth and one day, face-to-face in 

glory. 
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