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“PIVOT”  
  
SPECIAL COVID 19 HEAD OF SCHOOL ADDRESS – WEEK # 1  
  
  
“Stay away from your grandparents.”  
  
“Use more screen time.”  
  
“Isolate yourself and don’t give anyone a handshake.”  
  
“Attend church sitting on your couch in your pajamas.”  
  
Said no parent ever - until now. These are just a few of the new rules expressed 
during this oxymoronic term of “social distancing.”  Yet, here we find ourselves – along with the 
vast majority of the world – promoting the very same things for a very good reason. For the 
sake of the vulnerable and the elderly and ultimately for the good of mankind, as an unseen 
threat lurks, air-borne and deadly.  We have all found ourselves, in less than one month making 
sense of this “new-normal” and saying things we never thought we would say.  
  
Many things have changed in a short time. A buzz-word during this world-wide pandemic is 
PIVOT – where organizations, both small and large, are pivoting and shifting their focus to 
things most needed during this time. For example: my brother has his small company 
turning away from normal prototype mechanics to helping make affordable, personal medical 
equipment; as well as Mike Lundell, President of the large corporation of My Pillow, shifted 
many of his employees to sewing masks.  Hand In Hand is also wanting to pivot – and we invite 
you to be a part of the shift.  
  
Here’s the definition of pivot:  “To pivot is to turn or rotate, like a hinge. Or a basketball 
player pivoting back and forth on one foot to protect the ball. When you're not talking about a 
type of swiveling movement, you can use pivot to mean the one central thing that something 
depends upon.”  
  
Hand In Hand Christian Montessori’s community was already embracing a desert-theme this 
year of experiencing delays, detours and disappointments. We were already teaching our 
children to look for God in the wilderness and understand that His Presence is the Promise Land 
– regardless of where you find yourself.  We also just sang, a few days before the Governor’s 
order of stay-in-place and shut-downs – “Way Maker, Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper, Light in 
the Darkness – that is who you are!” We might not have seen this crisis coming – but God 
certainly was not surprised.  Life is uncertain. God is certain.  We trust a living and loving Lord 

http://www.hihcm.org/


Hand In Hand  |  www.hihcm.org  |  651.784.7988 – Roseville  |  952. 918.1950 – Bloomington 
 

who is the Good Shepherd and takes good care of His Sheep.  We taught this truth before the 
crisis.  Now we have a chance to put this theory into practice in even more tangible ways:  
  

1. Homeschooling and Parenting Support – we have always done this well; as for the last 
20 years, we have become a leader in partnering with parents and helping them do their 
most important work – teaching their own children.  We have always believed that parents 
are the first and foremost teachers of their children (whether or not they officially choose to 
homeschool) and now, as every parent in the USA finds themselves “substitute” teaching at 
home, we want to walk with them.  We are exploring new venues – webinars, Live 
Facebook events, podcasts, and blogging – to support parents in this most important 
work.  Stay tuned for more developments.  

  
2. Distant Learning for Students – in just two weeks, we have brought an entire Montessori 
Hands-On curriculum and community learning, toddler through senior high – to an on-line, 
internet-supported educational resource.  Just this morning, our Family Preschool Classes 
met virtually, sang a song, danced a dance, and greeted one another over a screen with all 
of our babies, toddlers, teachers and parents! Zoom calls, Google Classroom and Google 
Hangout, You-Tube Channels, and Closed FaceBook pages were a few of the platforms that 
were utilized and will continue to be developed.    

   
3. Essential Child Care – we have also embraced the care of essential workers in our 
community and invited them to bring their children to a safe, clean, and highly 
precautionary space to enable them to continue serving others during this important time. 
The Governor of Minnesota asked licensed Child Care centers to remain operational and 
continue serving parents in the community – and we have chosen to embrace this call.    

  
And, we will continue to PIVOT.  Planted firming with our foot in one place, anchored to our 
mission to “Advance the Kingdom of God through Christian Montessori inspiring infants 
through adolescents to love, learn and lead, with purpose for today and prepared for 
tomorrow” – we look to a variety of ways to do our mission well, aware of the needs in 
our ever-shifting culture.    
  
Speaking of a new-normal, we cordially invite everyone in our community, one school with two 
campuses, to join our first ever – “Desert Bloom” FACEBOOK LIVE GALA – scheduled for 
Saturday, April 18th from 5:00-6:00 pm!  Dress in GREEN – the color of new life, spring-time, and 
hope! Take a picture with your family and post it to our event! Make your favorite appetizer, 
pour your favorite beverages (I am sure the Thompson Family will be having a CHERUTERI 
board with sparkling apple cider) and take a picture of your people.  We hope to have some 
special guests join us and details, along with a FaceBook invite, will be coming soon! The on-line 
auction will open on Monday, April 13th with unique things to buy.  As on-line shopping 
becomes the new thing, we would love to give you the chance to buy some donated items from 
the HIH store! Also, for ANY family that tunes into our Desert Bloom (bit of refreshment in the 
desert) Event – will be send, via email, a special gift! It’s our small way of saying “thank you” for 
pivoting with us!  
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Thank you for continuing to be the kind of community where “they will know we are Christians 
by our love” as we seek ways to love our neighbors, lend support, learn new ways of 
communicating and educating and lead the way through this unprecedented, desert-time.    
  
Blessings from home,  
Michelle Lee Thompson  
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