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“SHELTER” 
 
SPECIAL COVID 19 HEAD OF SCHOOL ADDRESS – WEEK # 2 

It sometimes happens when you buy a new car.  You start noticing all the make and models 
just like yours.  And prior to that moment – you never had eyes to see it before. When our 
Governor used the term “shelter in place” I honestly hadn’t paid much attention to the word 
“shelter” before. What exactly is “shelter in place” and how is it affecting us and our children 
today?   

“While it sounds official, “‘shelter in place’ is not a legal term,” Mariner (from VOX news online) 
says. It’s a shorthand for public announcements to convey a set of restrictions, but on its own, it 
has no set definition of what is allowed. The terms of each shelter-in-place announcement are 
spelled out through the specific protocols of a city or state. Keeping 6 feet apart is a good 
example of one instruction that might be included in such an announcement. Ultimately, the 
intent of the protocols is to “decide what people should and shouldn’t do based on a particular 
threat to the public,” says Mariner.” 

One reason I haven’t thought about “sheltering” much in modern life is because, in my mind, it 
actually conjured up ideas of a small lean-to or make-shift tent.  But as I actually begin to live it 
out, I have thought long and hard about the term “shelter” and invite you to ponder the 
profound truths hidden inside the concept – both physically and spiritually. 
 
Sheltering in place since Friday, March 13th, for the Thompson family, is reminiscent of days 
gone by.  We are joining the #stayhome #staysafe movement. Having 20-something young 
adult children who are sheltering-in-place within our small townhouse reminds me of 
homeschooling days of ten years ago…when the dining room table is full of textbooks, 
notepapers, facts and figures; days of eating, lingering and discussing matters face to face as a 
family; singing songs with ukulele and playing card games. Modern technology set aside, there 
is something old-fashion, old-school-cool, about this kind of world-wide sheltering.  It is serene 
and peaceful.  We rarely use our cars.  We are biking and walking instead.  We are foregoing 
our favorite restaurants and instead gathering around our own lit candles and tables, painting 
our own nails and dying and cutting our own hair (yikes!) and hoping for the best – but, 
thankfully, Zoom call imagery is forgiving.  Time seems to be standing still, and there is a part of 
me that wants this type of sheltering to continue forever… 
 
Besides the physical sheltering-in-place that is occurring during Holy Week, we reflect on 
Passover. Honestly, this concept was God’s first and original “stayhome and staysafe” 
sheltering-in-place edict.  Spiritually speaking, to avoid death, God offered a mandate to his 
people. After nine other plagues of sickness and diseases, darkness and pestilence, the Death 
Angel was about to sweep through the country of Egypt.  
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The Bible narrative of Exodus 12: 21-22 declares, “Moses called the leaders of Israel together 
and said: Each family is to pick out a sheep and kill it for Passover. Make a brush from a few 
small branches of a hyssop plant and dip the brush in the bowl that has the blood of the animal 
in it. Then brush some of the blood above the door and on the posts at each side of the door of 
your house. After this, everyone is to stay inside.” 
 
Stay inside.  Stay safe. Shelter-in-place.  This same protection is being offered to us today as we 
say “yes” to Jesus and accept His Blood Sacrifice over our hearts and our homes.  We drink the 
cup and eat the bread and in the new covenant accept the terms. Salvation is available for all of 
us who believe. And this sheltering-in-place is eternal. 

I have included Psalms 91 in its entirety. Every verse seems so relevant, I simply can’t exclude 
or parse one word. I encourage you to read it aloud, slowly and thoughtfully. 

1 Whoever dwells in the s h e l t e r of the Most High 

    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.[a] 
2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 

    my God, in whom I trust.” 
3 Surely he will save you 

    from the fowler’s snare 

    and from the deadly pestilence. 
4 He will cover you with his feathers, 

    and under his wings you will find refuge; 

    his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 
5 You will not fear the terror of night, 

    nor the arrow that flies by day, 
6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, 

    nor the plague that destroys at midday. 
7 A thousand may fall at your side, 

    ten thousand at your right hand, 

    but it will not come near you. 
8 You will only observe with your eyes 

    and see the punishment of the wicked. 
9 If you say, “The Lord is my refuge,” 

    and you make the Most High your dwelling, 
10 no harm will overtake you, 

    no disaster will come near your tent. 
11 For he will command his angels concerning you 
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    to guard you in all your ways; 
12 they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 
13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; 

    you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 
14 “Because he[b] loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; 

    I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 
15 He will call on me, and I will answer him; 

    I will be with him in trouble, 

    I will deliver him and honor him. 
16 With long life I will satisfy him 

    and show him my salvation.” 
 
This Holy Week, as we accept our shelter-in-place government mandate, let’s embrace anew 
God’s invitation to find shelter in His Wings, protection under His Blood, and everlasting love 
and life in His Salvation. 
 
Blessings from home, 
Michelle Lee Thompson 
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