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NEXT to Impossible* 
 
  *with God all things are possible 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From 6 weeks and 60 Dumpsters… 

…To well over one hundred dumpsters and counting!  Those dumpsters 
were filled with concrete, ceiling tiles, old walls, carpet, block walls, two 
boilers, outdated plumbing, and electrical equipment. We stripped the 
building down to its bones.  And what great bones it has!  We love the brick 
and steel structures, the vaulted ceilings, and the layout of the building. The 
new walls, electrical and plumbing are on schedule with new windows to be 
installed soon! Enjoy this video of Brent and Michelle and the progress:  
https://vimeo.com/357409101/1d7226bab0  

#Next Steps for 52 WEEKS of Rebuilding   

On May 30th,  2019 we had a Spiritual Groundbreaking. June 20th was the 
Closing for the new building at 211 N McCarrons and in mid-July we began 
our RESTORATION PROJECT. We recognize that this project is in God’s 
hands and it is His timing. Although we believe that the work could have 
been done in 52 days - the demolition itself took that long.  Now we look 
forward to the re-build that will take 52 weeks.  We ask for your continued 
prayer and support in our NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE* campaign.  We anticipate 
a June 2020 move-in when we will declare together “with God, all things are 
possible!” Click here to join the prayer efforts: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4cabaf29a1fe3-nehemiah 

An Oasis in the Desert 

The Lord opened the way for us during this 2019-2020 school year to move 
the majority of our programming to Church of Holy Childhood, 1435 
Midway Parkway (Children House, Elementary and CREO) and to Advent 
Lutheran, 3000 North Hamline (Family Programs, Parent Education, and 
Connection).  After some initial adjustments to being in a new facility, we 
have all settled into our year in the desert.  The children are happy and 
content. What more could we ask for?  In Chapel, Wednesday morning, Mrs. 
Thompson reminded us that as we journey on through this year we are to 
look to God and His provision in the hardest of places.  And in that place, like 
Jacob, we can turn our pillow of stone into an altar to remind us that God is 
always with us. 

https://vimeo.com/357409101/1d7226bab0
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4cabaf29a1fe3-nehemiah
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Nehemiah 3!  We are finally here! 
 
We have been waiting for this moment. For months we have been 
reading the book of Nehemiah and waiting to begin Chapter 3 where the 
work actually starts - where the “next to…” references begin.  We are 
finally there! The demolition is ending; the rebuilding is about to begin.  
The rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem was no small task.  It took both 
physical and spiritual preparation.  We, like the workers with Nehemiah, 
need to be mindful of the state of mind that we, as a community, must 
be ready to embrace.  For this, we look to Matthew Henry 
(www.mathewhenrycommentary.com) who gives a concise and precise 
commentary to Nehemiah 3. 

 

“The work was divided, so that every one might know what he had to do, 
and mind it, with a desire to excel; yet without contention, or separate 
interests. No strife appears among them, but which should do most for 
the public good. Every Israelite should lend a hand toward the building up 
of Jerusalem. Let not nobles think any thing below them, by which they 
may advance the good of their country. Even some females helped 
forward the work. Some repaired over against their houses, and one 
repaired over against his chamber.  
 

When a general good work is to be done, each should apply himself to 
that part which is within his reach. If every one will sweep before his 
own door, the street will be clean; if every one will mend one, we shall all 
be mended. Some that had first done helped their fellows. The walls of 
Jerusalem, in heaps of rubbish, represent the desperate state of the world 
around, while the number and malice of those who hindered the building, 
give some faint idea of the enemies we have to contend with, while 
executing the work of God.  
 

Every one must begin at home; for it is by getting the work of God 
advanced in our own souls that we shall best contribute to the good of 
the church of Christ. May the Lord thus stir up the hearts of his people, to 
lay aside their petty disputes, and to disregard their worldly interests, 
compared with building the walls of Jerusalem, and defending the cause 
of truth and godliness against the assaults of avowed enemies.” 
 

I so appreciate this perspective.  To do a great, collective work - each of 
us must take care of ourselves and our homes first.  Do what is right 
outside of your own door.  Tend to the matters at hand - the ones the 
Lord gave you - then come together for a community project in unity and 
joy.  The joy of the Lord is our strength.  As we begin this school year, 
and begin our restoration - let us rise up and build! With God, all things 
are possible.  
 
Look for our fresh new newsletter look coming soon as #NEXT turns to 

NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE*! 

  

http://www.mathewhenrycommentary.com/

